
More about Debbie Green - SIA Nurse Advocate Lead  (South East Region) 

Since qualifying as a Registered Nurse in 1985, 

Debbie’s career has mainly been in the field of 

orthopaedic and trauma nursing.  In the early days 

this included working as a Staff Nurse in Accident and 

Emergency Departments and Orthopaedic Wards, and 

following the completion of the Orthopaedic Nursing 

Certificate at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital 

at Stanmore, Debbie became an Orthopaedic Ward 

Sister. It was during this time she had her first experience of nursing a patient 

who had acquired a spinal cord injury – when arriving for shift one Sunday 

morning a patient had been admitted overnight with a C5/6 SCI after being 

thrown out of a night club. It was clear that few staff knew how to care for 

someone with spinal cord injury or what advice and information to pass onto 

him, and this experience had a profound effect on Debbie, propelling her into 

the world of spinal cord injury nursing. Debbie secured a secondment to the 

National Spinal Injuries Centre at Stoke Mandeville Hospital, completing the 

ENB 371 course – Nursing Patients with Spinal Cord Injury.  The next 24 years 

of her career were spent in various senior roles at the National Spinal Injuries 

Centre which included Ward Sister, Head Nurse for the Centre and Lead Nurse 

for the Acute Outreach Service. This latter role involved Debbie supporting the 

patients and healthcare professionals who were unfamiliar with treating spinal 

cord injury, coming full circle from those early days on the orthopaedic ward. 

Sharing her excitement at joining SIA as the Lead Nurse Advocate for the South 

East, Debbie said: 

 “Throughout the years I have maintained a passion for spinal cord injury 

nursing – working with colleagues and SCI individuals, who show 

determination, strength and resilience.  I am delighted to be working with 

the SIA – an organisation that shares my passion, and where I can continue to 

utilise all the skills and knowledge I have acquired over the years (as well as 

develop some new!) to enhance the lives and journeys of those who have 

sustained a spinal cord injury.” 


