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WELCOME TO THE
CORNFLOWER BALL

It is with enormous pleasure that I welcome you to the beautiful Emirates
Old Trafford building, to celebrate SIA’s 2025 Cornflower Ball.

It’s been a year since we were last here together, raising a glass to SIA’s
50th year and looking back on five decades of work dedicated to realising

our vision of a fulfilled life for everyone affected by 
spinal cord injury. 

Today, with the same unwavering determination we now look ahead with
our entire effort focused on change: campaigning for change in government

and parliament, building a consensus on a strategy-for-change with the
whole sector behind us that will transform NHS pathways for people with

spinal cord injury, and coordinating a growing nationwide network of
organisations who will be available to anyone, anywhere who needs help.



text

       One such area that we want to see transformed is 
women’s health. 

    In October 2024, SIA launched its first ever women’s health taskforce
aimed at identifying and addressing terrible and unnecessary gaps in the

healthcare offered to women after spinal cord injury. 
In February 2025, we then hosted a high-profile parliamentary

roundtable with policymakers, experts, academics and other women’s
charities who we brought together to address the unique challenges

faced by women living with spinal cord injury including maternal health,
menstruation, menopause and reproductive care.

                 Tonight, you will hear from Dani, a young mum with
spinal cord injury who, after finding out she was

pregnant, was left having to fight an outdated system to
receive a termination she was told she had to have – a
termination she didn’t want. Her story is heartbreaking,

but sadly not uncommon.

Our mission is and has to be to raise awareness of the urgent need for
tailored approaches in healthcare that foster a collaborative approach
to women’s health.

Please engage with our fundraising this evening and
help us raise the crucial funds we need to amplify
the voices of women with spinal cord injury and to
create  meaningful change. 

Please support SIA and all the Dani’s we support every day. 



This evening should be a lot of fun – good food, wine, company and
entertainment. I hope you enjoy it as much as I always do. 

As ever, we couldn’t do any of this without the support of our sponsors.
We are grateful for each and every one of you and for the help you offer in
raising awareness of our vital causes. Tonight, special thanks to headline

partner Slater and Gordon and supporting partner Fletchers. We would
also like to thank Active Care Group, Charles Stanley, Exchange Chambers,

JMW, Kain Knight and Premex, 
I wish you all a wonderful evening, and I look forward to spending it with

you. 

Nik Hartley OBE 
CEO, Spinal Injuries Association 



https://www.fletcherssolicitors.co.uk/?utm_source=FLEPPC&utm_medium=brandexact&utm_campaign=brandexact&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAz6q-BhCfARIsAOezPxlCcf7Xug2nC1lmW2Z5y__UdUnFreUehBQhYdYO2RZkS3ew8OK6R-saAs_rEALw_wcB


OUR APPEAL

Dani Czernuszka-Watts sustained her
spinal cord injury in 2017 when playing

rugby. Her first post-injury pregnancy was
successful, despite complications, but

when she fell pregnant again she was told
she would need a medical termination,

despite wanting the baby.

DONATE NOW

“SIA has been a vital support throughout my
journey”

Reproductive and gynaecological health are challenging for women
with spinal cord injury - they face complex pregnancies and are
often discouraged from having families altogether. SIA is here to
support women through any issues they may face and is fighting 

for change, ensuring all women get the healthcare that 
they need and deserve. Help us break these 

barriers and support all women by 
donating above.

Appeal sponsored by

https://checkout.justgiving.com/3z4mpe30kr


https://www.premexservices.co.uk/


WOMEN’S HEALTH AFTER
SPINAL CORD INJURY
Women with spinal cord
injury face shocking barriers
to healthcare. Life-saving
procedures like cervical
smears and mammograms
are often denied due to
inaccessible equipment and
overlooked needs. Every
woman deserves better - 
join us in breaking these
barriers.
SIGN THE PETITION NOW

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/702277


FUNDRAISING 
TONIGHT 

Grand Prize Draw kindly sponsored by
Charles Stanley. Closes at 21.45. 

£40 to enter for your chance to win 
a meal for two and an overnight stay at

Moor Hall, a 3 Michelin-starred 
restaurant in Lancashire.

Silent & Live auction 
The silent auction closes at 22.30.
Live auction prizes are listed, the

auction will begin at 21.45.

Appeal kindly sponsored by Active
Care Group. 

Scan the QR code on your menu
card or alternatively, click below.

Your donations are hugely important to ensuring we
raise vital funds for SIA. Thank you for your support! 

DONATE CLICK TO BID

https://checkout.justgiving.com/d28xjevfgu
https://superstars-auctions.com/cornflowerball2025


https://kain-knight.co.uk/


We think a National Spinal Cord Injury Strategy

can create a fair and consistent approach to care,

 no matter where someone lives.

GET INVOLVED

https://www.spinal.co.uk/news/national-spinal-cord-injury-strategy-survey/


https://activecaregroup.co.uk/


Lived experience at the heart of change:
working together towards a National Spinal Cord Injury Strategy

Thurs 2 &
Fri 3 Oct

2025

Join us for two days
at Stadium MK

Bringing together the spinal cord injury
community, giving people the chance to
learn more about the impact of spinal
cord injury, and exploring how the sector
can work together to change government
policy and achieve improved outcomes
for life after injury.

Headline sponsor

CLICK HERE

https://www.spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/rebuilding-lives/


The Rebuilding Lives Awards recognise the outstanding 
achievements of individuals and groups in the spinal cord
injury community who inspire others through their work, 
volunteering, or raising awareness. 

Do you know a remarkable person or team making a
big impact in the spinal cord injury community? 

Awards will be presented
at the Rebuilding Lives

Conference on the evening
of Thursday 2 October 

CLICK HERE

Nomations open now

https://spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/rebuilding-lives-2024/
https://spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/rebuilding-lives-2024/
https://www.spinal.co.uk/rebuilding-lives-awards/


https://www.exchangechambers.co.uk/


Join team SIA for an unforgettable five day adventure in
Northern Italy from Wednesday 7 – Sunday 11 May 2025

MORE INFO

headline sponsor

https://www.spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/overseas-cycle/


Join us for an inclusive, adrenaline
fuelled, outdoor experience, raising vital
funds for people with spinal cord injury MORE INFO

https://www.spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/accessible-adventure-challenge/
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https://www.charles-stanley.co.uk/


 ‘Share a Pie for SCI’ is all about coming together to
support SIA. Sweet or savoury, every slice shared
helps raise vital funds for people with spinal cord
injury. So grab a slice, join the fun, and let’s bake 
(or buy) a difference together! Coming soon.

Make a difference with every slice

Bake it. 
Buy it. 

Share it.



Friday 27 June 
Cirencester Park Polo Club, Gloucester

Ticket includes: Champagne upon arrival, three-course meal with wine,
an introduction to polo and match and an evening cocktail with music.

Join us for our Polo Day at one of the country’s most prestigious clubs
and raise vital funds and awareness for people with spinal cord injury.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

https://spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/polo-day/
https://spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/polo-day/


We would like to extend a huge thank you to the table
hosts for their incredible support tonight:

TABLE HOSTS

12 King's Bench Walk
18 St John Street Chambers

3PB Barristers
A Chance for Life Ltd 

ABI Case Management Ltd
Adroit Financial Planning Ltd

AJ Case Management
Amber Case Management

Annecto Legal
Bolt Burdon Kemp

Bott & Co
Brownbill Case Management

Bullens Healthcare Group
Bush & Co

Byrom Street Chambers
Carpenters Group

CCMS
CFG Law

Chase de Vere 
Deans Court Chambers
Devereux Chambers 

Dune Financial Planning Ltd
Evelyn

Express Solicitors 
FCIR

Frenkel Topping
HCML

Higgs LLP
HCC Solicitors

Hudgell Solicitors

Hugh James
IM Asset Management 

Irwin Mitchell
JSP

Kings Chambers
Leigh Day

Libertatem Healthcare
Lime Solicitors
No.5 Chambers 

Northern Case Management 
Old Square Chambers

Outer Temple Chambers
PLG

Rathbones 
Scott-Moncrieff & Associates Ltd

Speed Medical
Spinal Case Management 

Spinal Injury Case Management Ltd
St Philips Chambers

Steven Docker Associates
Tania Brown Ltd

TMW Associates Ltd
UKS Health Group Ltd

Wrigleys Solicitors
Wyvern Partnership



    Fundraising

Donating via gross pay is one of the
most tax efficient ways of supporting
Spinal Injuries Association

SUPPORTING SPINAL INJURIES ASSOCIATION
THROUGH PAYROLL GIVING 

IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3-4

Interested in learning more 
about payroll giving?

Register your
business with an
HMRC approved

payroll giving
agency.

Promote your
scheme to your

employees.
Contact us -

we’re happy to
suggest ideas.

Your payroll team
take the donation

from your employees'
gross pay monthly,
and send it to your

payroll giving agency
who will forward it to

us.

Spinal Injuries
Association will

receive the
donation within 35

days of it being
submitted.

based on 20% tax
bracket

A £10 donation
will cost £8

Just follow the four easy steps below:

Contact: REEMA GOLDSMITH
Supporter engagement coordinator
01908 732 151
fundraising@spinal.co.uk

mailto:fundraising@spinal.co.uk


SIA Business Membership

Contact us:
corporate@spinal.co.uk

Want to become part of a community
dedicated to improving the lives of
people with spinal cord injury? 

CLICK HERE

https://www.spinal.co.uk/get-support/sia-partners/business-membership/


SATURDAY 16 AUGUSTSATURDAY 16 AUGUST  
DORNEY LAKE, WINDSORDORNEY LAKE, WINDSOR
£30PP + £275 FUNDRAISING TARGET£30PP + £275 FUNDRAISING TARGET

JOIN TEAM SIAJOIN TEAM SIA

CLICK HERE

https://www.spinal.co.uk/get-involved/events/superhero-triathlon/
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Cornflower committee 
David Bott

Nick Buckley

Martin Hibbert

Mark Holt

Cathy Leech

Deborah Sleightholme

Dominic Smith

A huge thank you to:

Event contributors
Carol Barraclough

Lisa Boyle

Dani Czernuszka-Watts

Simon Pinnell

Women’s Health Taskforce

Follow, share, comment, subscribe

Event suppliers
Emirates Old Trafford

JR Centrepieces

Makin Lightin

Superstars

To The Wire

https://www.instagram.com/spinal_injuries
https://www.facebook.com/SpinalInjuriesAssociation
https://x.com/spinalinjuries
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spinalinjuriesassociation
https://www.tiktok.com/@spinal_injuries
https://www.youtube.com/@SpinalInjuriesAssociation
https://www.threads.net/@spinal_injuries?hl=en
https://bsky.app/profile/spinalinjuries.bsky.social

